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THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR


The Civil war was the bloodiest conflict ever faught on American soil. Roughly 2% of the population, an estimated 620,000 men lost their lives in the pursuits of the war. Today the toll would have been as high as 6 million Americans. The cost of the Civil War range beyond money and materialistic things. The human cost was much more significant than anyone had predicted. The amount of blood shed during the Civil War surpassed every other American conflict. Leading up to the war, the Nothern and Southern states disagreed on many issues that revolved around the economy of the states. These disagreements eventually lead to war which turned brother against brother as an invisible line divided the states, and the nation. There were many events that influenced the divided nation to go to war within itself, none more so than the election of Abraham Lincoln on the platform of keeping slaves out of United States territories. 
Throughout most of Lincoln’s political career he was focused on the nation’s economic issues. In the 1850’s Lincoln’s focus switched from the economy to slavery because he saw a greater divide and civil unrest in the nation over the state’s rights to own slaves. In Abraham Lincoln’s “Cooper Union Address,” he expressed his views on slavery by confirming that he did not want the institution of slavery to be expanded into the western territories. Lincoln affirmed that the Founding Fathers would agree with this position because the nation was founded by individuals trying to break free of an oppressive government. Of the thirty-nine signers on the original Constitution, four were in the “Pre-Constitution” Congress when in 1784 it failed to pass an Ordinance prohibiting slavery. Three voted for the prohibition and one against. Two of the thirty-nine were in the “Pre-Constitution” Congress when in 1787 it passed an Ordinance prohibiting slavery in the Northwest Territory. Sixteen of the thirty-nine were in the first Congress in 1789 when it unanimously upheld the Ordinance of 1787 prohibiting slavery in the Northwest Territory.
In 1841 Lincoln argued in the state of Illinois that according to the Ordinance of 1787 slavery was illegal in the Northwest Territories therefore making any slave sold in those territories also illegal. Lincoln set a precedent in Bailey v. Cromwell that Illinois was a free state and every individual in the state of Illinois was free. After Lincoln returned to Congress, he no longer represented any slave owners. He actively sought cases where he could defend fugitive slaves and free blacks. 
Leading up to the Civil War there was much unrest in the country. Lincoln’s election was ultimately the main event in the igniting of the American Civil War. Lincoln’s progressive ideals brought about fear in the nation. His ideas threatened the livelihood of Southern farmers which relied heavily on slave labor to maintain and produce cash crops. Lincoln’s progressive ideas alienated many of the Southern states and upon his election, they succeeded from the Union and form the Confederate States of America. 
Lincoln's election was the main event in the civil war because with Lincoln’s progressive ideals brought about fear in the nation. The Southern States did not want Lincoln to win the election of 1860 because he was a Republican and a Progressive. The people in the Southern States believed that if Lincoln won the election, the first thing he would do is take their slaves away. Pro-slavery fanatics felt Lincoln would soon take control of Congress and the Supreme Court having the Constitution ratified to make slavery illegal everywhere across America. The Southern States feared that if slavery did not spread everywhere, runaway slaves would be free after crossing the border and in turn would motivate other slaves to also run away. The Southerners fear was unfounded because Lincoln never officially stated he would end slavery in the Southern States, but he did not want to see it spread to the rest of the country. 
Lincoln's ideas threatened the livelihood of half the nation because they relied on slave labor to maintain and produce cash crops. “I have done with ‘commission.’ I believe they are contrivances to cheat the Government out of every pound of cotton” (Lincoln). The exportation of cotton was used to finance the importation into the region of food from the Midwest and manufactured products from the Northeast. Cotton fueled the textile mills and kept factory workers employed just as it enriched the Sothern farmers. The Northern States depended on the production of cotton just as much as the Southern States.  
The Southerners believed that they would win the war by proving to the Northern States that the “Cotton King” should control the government because they controlled the economy. Much of France and England’s mills were being used to process the cotton gathered by the Southern farmers using slave labor. The Southern States had built foreign relationships on its cotton and believed Lincoln threatened their livelihood. Without the use of slave labor many farmers would not be able to produce cash crops that would support the nation.
Lincoln's ideas alienated half the nation. “America wil never be destoyed from the outside. If we falter and loose our freedoms, it will be because we destroyed ourselves” (Lincoln). Under Lincoln the government could not endure being half slave and half free. Lincoln stated it would become all one thing or the other. Lincoln’s goal was to differentiate himself and to voice a prophecy. Both Northern and Southern States made their decision on the issue of slavery and took a stance one way or the other. Lincoln publicly spoke out against slavery and by doing so inadvertently told Southern States that slavery should be abolished. 
Lincoln’s moral conviction never wavered from Bailey v. Cromwell to the signing of the 13th Amendment. It was clear that Lincoln did not condone the institution of slavery. “Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude should exist...” (Lincoln). Although Lincoln did not initially state he would abolish slavery, he made his views on the slave trade as immoral and unconstitutional. Lincoln did not show any support to the pro-slave states on the issue therefore many Southerners believed he was an extremist and wanted to take away all the slaves. Lincoln did not agree with the slave trade and wanted to halt it from further progressing. By stating the country was to become all one thing or the other, Lincoln alienated the Southern States because he made is position on slavery clear. 
Lincoln’s election was the most important event that lead to the American Civil War. His platform of keeping slaves out of new territories brought fear to many Southerners. The Southern states felt their livelihood was being threatened and it alienated the Southern States. Lincoln’s election divided the nation into two major groups. Those who were pro-slavery and those who were against slavery. After this division, the two groups could not reconcile their differences.
After the election of Abraham Lincoln, seven states seceded from the Union and formed the Confederate States of America. Lincoln’s administration did not recognize the legitimacy of the Confederate States of America and continued to govern them as part of the Union. To prove to the Union that the Confederate States of America was its on legitimate nation, April 12, 1861 the Confederate States of America captured Fort Sumpter. 
Topic 2
After being sworn in Lincoln refuse to accept the Southern secession from the Union. Lincoln views this action as unconstitutional and was aware that a war was coming if he made any attempt to reunite the country. 
Topic 3
In the second year of the war, on January 1, 1863 Lincoln abolished slaver in America with the signing of the Emancipation Proclamation. Lincoln further angered the Southern States because they no longer viewed Lincoln as their president, and he continued to pass laws that effected the Southern States. With the Emancipation Proclamation any slave that could make it to the Union States would be considered free. This caused many slave owners to move further South away from the border as to keep their slaves away from the reach of the Union soldiers. 
Conclusion
Lincoln’s election is the most important event that lead to the American Civil War. His platform of keeping slaves out of new territories brought fear to many Southerners and threatened their livelihood and alienated the Southern States. Lincoln’s election divided the nation into two major groups. Those who were pro-slavery and those who were against slavery. After this division the two groups could not reconcile their differences and inevitably went to war with each other. 
Although Lincoln did not specifically state he would abolish slaver, he frequently voiced his opinion on the institution of slavery as an immoral and unconstitutional practice. The Emancipation Proclamation signed into law by Lincoln caused further upheaval in the nation and made many individuals move further into the South as to avoid losing their slaves to the Union Army. 
If Lincoln would not have won, the election the Southern States would not have seceded from the Union. The nation would not have been so divided that brother turned against brother creating the bloodiest conflict ever fought on American soil. Although the war was won by the Union, just five days later Lincoln was shot and killed. His plans to bring the Union back together were lost with his death and without leadership, the country was plunged into a state of confusion once again. 
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